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Eaſton, October 18, 1779. 


At a Meeting of the General and Fidd 


Officers of the Weſtern Army, it was 


Vorz p, 


| _— 

HAT Brigadier General Maxwell, 

Colonel Courtlandt, Colonel Cilley, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Foreſt, and Major Edwards, 
be a Committee to wait on the Reverend 


Mr. Ev ans, and return tam the Thanks of 


the Army for his Diſcourſe, © delivered before 
the Troops, on the ſeventeenth Inſtant ; and 


Mat they requeſt of him a Copy for the Preſs 5 
That @ Number of Copies be procured and 


diſeributed amongſt the ſeveral Corps of the 
| 9 gratis. 


= 
BY. 
" * 


4 


* 
— 
, 
, 
* 
9 ; 
_— 
— 
* 
* 
* 
} 
. 
- 
* 
. 
* 
o 
* 
* 
„ 
. 
A 
>," > | . 
. *. | 
' Pr n * 
* 1 % . 8 
1 1 ——af IL * 9 4 N 1 a th 


NERLTEFERELOEFEFERERERY > 


7202 11 203 11203 1? 2035 


% UN N 
Ar TY EF TN oh rar 


A of =” UR 3 Ge. 


II SamveL XXII. 40, 50. 


15 Fir thou haſt girded me with ftreng th unto 

the battle 0 that roſe up againſt me 

the. thou ſubdued under me.----Therefore 

2 will gros thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
mong The heathen; and 1 wu ing 

bes yes unto thy name, peat „ 


O a noble and enterprizing mind, 

that part of hiſtory is moſt plea- 
ang and uſeful, which records the be- 
nevolent and heroic actions of good 
and great men. Virtuous and ſhining FEY 
examples make the road of true glory 
bright before the generous and brave 
youth, and while they ſhine, like the 
fire of Heaven, with the beams of an 
| e zeal, communicate the heat 


and 


liberty and jc 
© -ble to introduce? 


eEXCCc 
of fr eedom 5 


ſacred Scrip- 


whole univerſe, and governs the actions 


is the fate of nations, and who gives or 
withholds ſucceſs, according as it is 

moſt conſiſtent with infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs, 


1 75 


der to our fellow men: The beſt pro- 


fane writings can not inform you who 


is the author of all the bleſſings of life, 
nor who it is that ſuperintends the 


of mankind. They may teach you the 
neceſſity of having ſome religion, but 
they can not inform you who is the 
proper object of worſhip. This know- 
ledge can be derived only from the ſa- 


| cred fountains of divine inſpiration. 


Frow thenee I draw the words of my 


text. They are the words of a conquer- 


or, and the praiſes of a ſaint, equally 


brave, pious and ſucceſsful. He never 
drew his ſword, but when the ſafety 


and honor of his country made it ne- 


ceſſary; and never fought a battle with- 


out aſking the direction and aſſiſtance 


of that Almighty Being, in whoſe hand 


Tux character have been drawing, 


muſt be well known to you all. It is 


the 
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the character of David, the warrior of 


the Jewiſh nation: And I cannot but 
think his hiſtory as worthy the peruſal 


of the young ſoldier, as that of 2 


ander or Julius Cæſar, or any of the 
renowned tyrants and ſucceſsful mur- 


derers of mankind. Nay it is much 
more worthy and uſeful, as David was 


the ſhepherd of his people, and the 


guardian of their rights ; and poſſeſſed 
power only, that he might be more 


extenſively uſeful: and benevolent, I 
need not enumerate the many nations 
which roſe up againſt this divine hero: 


I need not mention all the battles he 


was Called to fight, and the hundreds 


of thouſands he was obliged to deſtroy, 


in order to preſerve the liberties of the 
people. Let it ſuffice, that only within 
the compaſs of the ſecond book of Sa- 
muel, we are informed of thirteen 
bloody and important battles, which 
were fought by the armies of David, 


and that ſucceſs crowned his arms, ad . 


victory followed him in all his wars. 
After ſuch uninterrupted glory and con- 


men 


queſt, it is always to be feared that 


8 1 
men win think themſelves independent 
of the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all events, 
ald vaunt themſelves againſt Gov; 
far yittg, mine own hand hath ſaved me. 
But: ily this man was ſuperior to 
that preſumptious- pride and vanity; 
his heart indeed was lifted up; but tiot 
by the pomp and triumph of victory, 
but with praiſe and gratitude” to the 
Lord of Hoſts and the Gop of battle: 
80 far was he from counting the ſpoils 
and riches of great and Mathers na- 
tions, his ſecurity and Happineſs, that 
he devoutly ſurrenders them to the 
ſanftuarÞof the Moſt High Gov," In- 
| ſtead, of confiding alone in the valor 

of his troops, and the experience of 
his generals or his own courage and 
dern in war, he aſcribes all his hap: 
V Juccel: sto the over-ruling hand of 
Gan. When he was {killful in war, he 
lays, Thou haſt taught my hands to 
be war, and wlff — to ae“ Wben 
he was ſtrong and victorious in battle, 
he acknow — * God as the author of 
his proweſs and ſucceſs. - Lys he 
e ee of ihe text; Thou haſt 
1 B * . 


* hut alſo covered me 


t e J 


« girded me with ſtrength unto the a 


battle: Them that roſe up againſt me 


„ haſt thou ſubdued AT me.“ And 
then follows that rational and grateful 
tribute of thanks and praiſe, which, ſo 
far from degrading the hero or leſen- | 
ing the eſteem and good opinion of 


mankind, is the very way to acquire 


the moſt dignified character, and the 
only ſure method to promiſe future 
ſucceſs. * Therefore, becaule thou 
** haſt proſpered me, I will give thanks 
* unto thee, O Lord, among the hea- 
« then; and I will ſing praiſes unjq 
* thy name.” N © Tr 


Ix ſtrong and metaphorical languag e 


the divine Hero deſcribes the aid which 
was afforded him when in the field of 


war. As the warrior“ might he have 
ſaid, girds on the fwofd, and puts 
© on the coat of mail, ſo haſt thou not 
« only infuſed. vigor my heart, 
i ſtrength and 
66 made me mighty unto the battle,” * 


Tag 3 thus introduced. and ex· 


plained,” we may turn our attention to 
: the 


- +, 


reren 


t 1 


the two: following poſitions, which are 
ee derived from the text. 


th the firſt place, that Go is the 
anthor of W Kill and ſtrength: 
And ſecondly, that he ought to be 


praiſed. for victory and ſucceſs in war, 


Ix the firſt place, that Gov is at au- 
thor of military ſkill and firengile. 


Ir is perfectly conſiſtent with reaſon, 


to ſuppoſe that the all wiſe and power- 
ful Gop, who gave exiſtence to this 


great globe and all the ſurrounding 
worlds, will alſo take that care of them 
which is neceſſary to preſerve good or- 
der and harmony among them. Nor 
can we conceive that it any way leſſens 
the dignity and wiſdom of the great 


Creator, to govern the univerſe Which 


he has made. Obedient to his will, 
creation at firſt roſe; out of nothing; 
and having paſſed the all comprehen- 


| five view of the eternal mind, was pro- 


nounced very good. With: the ſame 

comprehenſion and particular notice is 

ma Pon of the. univerſe now viewed, 
4 3 2 that 


1 
4 
A 
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that it was when it was ſaid, Let it ex- 
iſt. So. that from: the conſideratian of 
his omnipreſence, we may eaſily ſee the 
abſurdity of that objection, to the doc- 
trine of his particular and conſtant 1598 


vidence, that it requires a labo 
attention unworthy the notice of ſo 


great a Being. To ſuppoſe thatGop does 
— take notice of every thing, is to 
ppoſe him abſent from ſome place, 

— not poſſeſſed of infinite 
power and aniverfat knowledge. But 
imagine that he is not paſfeſſod of 
infinite power and univerſal 2 
is to repreſent him as an imperfect Be- 
ing, which would be moſt impious and 
abſurd. Therefore, as Gov is alhwiſe, | 
and his knowledge is infinite, he muſt 
be every where preſent; and if every 
where preſent, muſt have all his works 
under his particular view and direction, 
and thus he governs the world. And 


ſinee he governs the inanimate parts of 


creation, much more will he govern the 
animate, and eſpecially the rational 
world, which is the nobleſt and moſt 


Important: part * this lower creation. 


2 K Under 


— 
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Vnder this wiſe . the Eres 
ator, mankind are treated and governed 
as rational creatures. The Supreme 
Being, who is à ſpirit, and has imme- 
diate and conſtant accefs to the mind 
of man, propoſes motives and objects 
to influence their judgments and direct 
their wills; and by this perfectly con- 


fiſtent with the free exerciſe. of reaſon. 


Thus in the facred Scripture it is faid, 
that © The king's heart is in the hand 
* of the Lord, as the rivers of water, 
* he turneth it whitherſoever he will. 
A man's heart devifeth his way; but 
ve the Lord directeth his ſteps. N. F 


Fan what has been offered) it vill 
appear, that the Creator of the world 
governs the works of his hands, not 
only by . eſtabliſhed laws, but | alſo by 
checkmg, altering, or ſuſpending thoſe 
laws, according as it is moſt agreeable 
to his inſinite goodneſs and wiſdom; 
and all this without introdueing any 
diforder into the ſyſtem of creation. So 


that he who es the Sun, could arreſt 
him in his rapid career, without intro- : 


ducing ' 


4 G * 
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ducing any diſorder into the planetary 
ſyſtem. With the greateſt eaſe can he 
govern: the: elements and controul the 
raging of the ſea, the fury of the winds; 
the fiery bolts of the lightening, and hold 
the tempeſtuous rain and ſtorm in his 
hands: And when we might expect to 
feel the effects of thoſe elements in their 
ſeaſon, and according to the eſtabliſhed 
laws of nature, we have been conſtrain- 
ed to acknowledge an immediate and 
powerful interpoſition of Providence in 
reſtraining them, or mitigating their 
violence. And were I, in ſupport of 
what I have advanced, to — all 
the paſſages of ſacred Scripture, which 
ſpeak the ſame language, I ſhould tran- 
ſcribe a very conſiderable part. It being 
therefore proved, that Gop governs the 
world” by a general and particular pro- 
vidence ; and that mankind are more 
particularly the ſubjects of his govern- 
ment, and that this world and all the 
things in it, are made ſubordinate to 
the advantage of men, it will then 
plainly appear, that God influences the 
minds of men in the important affairs 


of 


J 46 1 
of a national defence. War, on which 
the: fate of nations depends, is often de- 
termined by very ſmall circumſtances, 


vhich it was not inthe power of man to 


foreſee or to guard againſt; We ob- 
ſerve that one man poſſeſſes that wiſ⸗ 
dom, prudence, and ſagacity, Which are 
denied to another. That ready thought 


and ſerene compoſure of mind in the 


greateſt danger, and oft times in the 
midſt of the greateſt confuſion, may 
be conſidered more than human. I can- 
5 help calling it the providential in- 
18 iration of the Gov of battle. It is he 
that inſpires the ' warrior with that in- 


vincible courage at one time, which he 


does not poſſeſs at another. It is the 
Gov: of battle who can wither your 
575 th and unman your fouls. 'It is 

0 beſtows that patience, fo rtitude, 
111 Perterefante, under the moſt com- 
plicated toils and hardſhips, which is ſo 


aſtoniſhing to every 3 of conſider- 


ation, and which is ſo neceſſary to con- 
ſtitute the good ſoldier- The impor- 


tance. alſo of this event. will . the 


„„ 


tary. 
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tary ſkeill and courage. On the {kill and 
bravery of an army the rights and pri- 
vileges of a people ſeem often times 
to be ſuſpended, and if ſueoeſs is de- 
nied, the ruin of the nation is the next 
miſerable conſequence, Nothing there- 
fore can be more -worthy the divine 
direction than the happineſs of a peo- 
ple, whoſe liberty is unjuſtly invaded 
by a cruel and deſolating war! And 
| - nothing is more certain than his pro- 
5 miſe and his juſtice to the oppreſſed. 


| Hayinc offered thus much on a ſub · 
if jet, which, no doubt, gains your ap- 
probation and belief, as much as it does 
mine; it being ſo nearly connected 
with that interpoſition of Providence, 
| which has been ſo e acknow- 
; ledged in this army, 1 ſhall drop tha 
" farther proſecution of it, except in that 
0 way which will tend to the illuſtration 
of it, and have a particular reference 
to the deſign of this day's aſſembly. _ 
Au here I find it much more eaſy 
to conceive of the many inſtances 
wherein this army has been girded with 
12 5 ſtrength, 


' Lina 
ſtrength, to perform the hard duties of 
a campaign, than to give them a juſt 

and particular relation. However let me 
wp. .4u65 this duty, that by recollecting 

the goodneſs — providential care of 

Heaven, our gratitude may be excited, 

and we may with the warmth and ſin- 

cerity of our hearts offer that tribute of 
thankſgiving and praiſe, which is ſo 
juſtly due to our divine Benefactor and 
powerful Guardian, who has girded 
us with ſtrength unto the . and 
made us NG to all the unavoida- 

ble toils, hardſhips, and dangers of a 

wilderneſs unknown and unexplored, 

unleſs by the wild beaſts and the ſa- 


Vages. 


Warn the tyrant, of Britain, not con- 
tented to. expend his malignant wrath 

on our ſea coaſts, ſent his emiſſaries to. 
raiſe the ſavages of the wilderneſs to 
war, and to provoke them to break 


their faith — the United States of 
America; then aur defenceleſe frontiers 
became the ſeat of ſavage fury, and 


ö hundreds of our countiy men bled, and 
* c | bundt eds 


SY 
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hundreds of them ſuffered more than 
the tender'ear can hear related, or the 
compaſſionate heart can endure. Then 
the expectations of our enemies were 
high and joyful, that half our country 
would fall by the hands of tories and 
ſavages, or be forced to flee from 
their habitations with ſcarcely a mouth- 
ful of bread to eat, or a garment to co- 
ver them. And indeed the proſpect was 
full of horror to every compaſſionate 
friend of his country and mankind, and 
called, mercifully called, for the aid of 
an army, to ſave ſo large a part of 
the United States. a 


Bur this was a war, bom which the 
boldeſt and braveſt were ready to 
ſhrink, and they who had fought an 
army of regular ' veterans,  diekded the 
| ſudden and hidden attacks of the ſubtile 
and bloody ſavages. The demand then 
became ſerious, who will undertake the 
hazardous, the laborious, and perhaps 
impracticable expedition ? Who has re- 
ſolution enough to expoſe himſelf to the 
ſecret ambuſcade, and riſł the unhappy 
| 5 e 


7 


we 
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fate of a General Braddock ? But is 


there no relief, is there no help? Muſt 
the country be preſſed on both ſides by 


the raging fury of war, until it periſh* 5 
No, replied the man, who was equal 
to the arduous and dangerous taſk, and 
-who choſe this army to chaſtiſe ſavage 


rage, and to ſave the bleeding country, 
be the hazard what it would. Happy 
is that military genius which collects 
ſtrength at the approach of dangers, and 


becomes invincible in proportion as the 
obſtacles he is to encounter appear un- 
ſurmountable. Happy the Hero, who 


can by an intuitive glance diſtinguiſh 
between what is only difficult, and what 
is abſolutely icipoſſible. Shall I make 
N of this character? Deli- 

cacy forbids me: I leave you to ap- 


phy it in filence to the Hero who de- 


ſeryes it. 


Axp now my brave fellow ſoldiers, 


Mall I call upon you to relate the toiis, 


the dangers and diſappointments through. 


which you paſled, or ſhall I attempt to 


CM enumerate 


M : 
enumerate the hardſhips and dangers, 
which, if particularly recounted, would 
ſpend the moſt of this day? Who in 
this army does not know that this moft 
important expedition was a long time 
held in ſuſpence, for the want of ne- 
ceſſary ſupplies of proviſions, and a re- 
turn from that expedition was much 
more probable and rational than a. 
march of ſome hundreds of miles into 
the heart of the wilderneſs, and the 
very jaws of the ſavages. And when 
your march commenced, which, par- 
don the expreſſion, was rather the effect 
of a happy raſhneſs of daring courage 
and fortitude, than the reſult of cool 
and cautious reaſoning; had you not 
hills and mountains to croſs : Had you 

not pathleſs foreſts to encounter, and 


rapid waters to ftem ? Had you not ri- 


vers to ford, wide, deep and impetu- 
ous ? Was your united ſtrength more 
than ſufficient to fave you from being, 
ſwept down the angry floods, and made 
the ſport of their fury? Shall I paſs 
over in ſilence many difficulties ſcarce- 
ly credible to the hearer who did not 
| behold 


r 
Behold chem? Shall 1 forget the un- 
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lpeskable trials and perplexities, which 
attended the tranſportation of the ne- 
ceſſary ſtores and artillery of the army. 
over ſteep hills and lofty mountains, 
over deep moraſſes and through narrow 
defiles, where the feet of men had 
ſcarcely ever reached before. I vill 
admire the patience of thoſe men who 
undertook the labourious drudgery, per- 
ſuaded as I am, that nothing but the 
welfare of the army and the honor of 
their country could have urged. them 
to ſo painful a taſk; but inſpired with 
thoſe glorious motives, like true patriots 
and brave ſoldiers, they can cheerfully 
undertake any enterprize, and indefa- 
tigably ſupport any labor. Let me re- 
mind you of the twenty-ninth of Au- 
guſt, honorable to the troops command- 
ed by our brave and enterprizing Ge 
EP Then you defeated the ſavage 

army and conquered thoſe barbarians 
who had long been the dread of our 
frontiers: That happy victory ſo im- 
preſſed the terror of your proweſs up- 

on their hearts, that they durſt not a 

lecond 


1 
ſecond time oppoſe your march into 
the very boſom of their country. Led 
by the conſideration of. our. juſt and 
complete conqueſt, of ſo. fertile a part 
of the weſtern world, I will venture to 
look a few years into futurity. Me- 
thinks I ſee the rich lands from the 
Teaoga river to the banks of che Seneca 
and Cayuga lakes, and from thence to 
the moſt fruitſul of lands on the Che- 
neſſes to the great lakes Ontario, Erie, 
and Huron, and from theſe to Mihigan 
and Superior. Methinks I ſee all theſe 
Jands inhabited by the independent Ci- 
tizens of America. I congratulate poſ- 
terity on this addition of immenſe 
wealth and extenſive territory to the 
United States. I ſee ſome patriotic 
youth, whoſe father fought the ſavage 
enemy at Newton, and endured all the 
hardſhips of this campaign, and hear 
him ſay, triumphing in the honor of 
his father's courage and love of free- 
dom, here my brave father. deſeated 
the favage and tory bands. From that 
mountain they fled with the greateſt 


haſte, and ſaved their lives by ſpeed, * 
when | 


bl 


when a patt of our army had nearly 


ſurrounded them, and was prepared to 


eut them off. And then will he recol- 
lect the numbers of the enemy that 


wiere lain, then will he ſay, my brave 


aged parent led me to that place whert 
the enemy had raiſed their ſtrong 
works, which this army, by the ſaga- 
city and military caution of the Com- 
mander ſo happily avoided. The gene- 
rous youth, as he proceeds in his re- 
lation of the exploits of this army, 


gatches a part of their patriotic zeal and 


enterpriz ing ſpirit, and in a noble tranf- 
ort of heroic joy points to the ground 
on which this army ſtood, when they 
ſhouted their aſſent to ſubfiſt on lefs 
than half the uſual quantity of their 
daily proviſion, and this they did, that 


the expedition might not fail, and the 
country be diſappointed and expoſed 
to the redoubled rage of the enemy. 


This heroic action, fays the noble youth, 


ſhall be notable, while there is a pa- 


'triot in America, and remembered, 

"while there lives a man who loves his 

country and mankind. The future in- 
habitants 
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habitants and friends of Liberty on the 
pleaſant banks of the lakes and rivers 
which are now made known, at eaſe 
in their elegant ſeats, and in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of luxuriant lands, ſhall talk 
of the mountains, before deemed im- 
paſſable to which you have extended 
your conqueſt, and where you hewed 
out your way by dint of invincible per- 
ſeverance. They ſhall enumerate the 
many towns you deſtroyed, and the 
neceſſity of deſtroying unknawn quan- 
tities of corn and fruits of the 1 f 
and of laying the country waſte for a 

extent of near two hundred miles. All 
theſe atchievements ſhall be hereafter 
related, and give immortality to the 
army that firſt conquered the five Na- 
tions of hoſtile Indians. I might expa- 
tiate in the praiſes of this army, with- 
out exceeding the bounds of juſtice, 
did not my connection with it ſubject 
me to the charge of partial attachment, 
I therefore check my zeal and leave it 
to others, to deſcribe your patience un- 
der hardſhips, your fortitude, your ob- 
ſtinate perſeverance, and your military 
| bo0bedience. 


\ 
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_ obedience, Theſe are the qualificati- 


ons of good ſoldiers, and theſe, with- 
out f attery, you poſſeſs. 1 May you al- 
ways be upon your guard to ſupport 


the, diſtinguiſhed character you have 


acquired, and may you teach thoſe 
who have not had the like experience, 
nor obtained an equal degree of fame, 
what will conſtitute the beſt of ſoldiers. 


Yqu have now a good character to ſup- 
port, you. can eaſily do it, by obſerving 


the ſame worthy conduct by which you 
at fixſt procured it. Let none go;be- 


fore vou in reputation and military glo- : 


ry. Iwill venture to ſay, did the Ci- 


x 
9 


tizens of America ſerve their . coun- 


try with half the zeal and public ſpirit 
that the army has Pg them, we 
ſhould have ſeen an honorable conclu- 
ſion to the toils and . horrors of war. 
Alas! the, ſpirit of Liberty is now ra- 
ther ſtruggling with the vicious man- 
ners, and. the ſelfiſh principles of the 
times, than with the Tyrant of Britain, 
The love of wealth and the purſuit of 
pleaſure have almoſt extinguiſhed tha 


flame of patriotiſm, which blazed forth 
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with ſuch ardor, at the beginning of 
this war. Virtue and patriotiſm, the 
guardians of Liberty," are in mari 
places and by many men made the fub- 
jects of ſcorn and contempt, and that 
by thoſe who would be eſteemed wiſe 
politicians and friends to their country; 
but 1 think with very little juſtice; for 
the wiſe politician muſt know, that mo- 
ral and political virtue are the bulwarks 
of a republic, and that à republic with: 
biit virtue, is an abſurdity in politics, 
and can no more ſtand than a build- 
ing, when the 'foundation is removed. 
The faſhionable gentleman thinks it an 
affront to delicacy and refinement of 
taſte to obſerve'that day ſet apatt, both 
by the laws of Gop and man, for religi- 
ous worfhip. The fublime truths of chriſ- 
tianity, the pure and ſimple manners of 
the goſpel, are deſpiſed and inſulted, 
even where decericy and policy, reafon 
and virtue apart, ought to hold them in 
the moſt profound veneration. How then 
can Liberty exiſt, when neither ſupport- 
ed by purity of manners, the principles 
of honor, nor the influence of religion? 
17 I From 
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From this, unhavpy preſpect am led 


in imagination, to ſympathize | with 
9 drowned in tears, and;over- 


e To TR 1 095 1 vid 


alone Bangs and 1 195 eu 
ſtranger to my friendly wer virtuous 
ſhores? . But when the Tyrant of Bri- 
tain, not ſatisſied with expelling her 
from his dominzon, . parſhes her with 
hoſlile rage even to theſe very ſhores p 


Did I not rouſe you, my Sons, in her 


defence, and make you the honorable 
protectors of inſulted Liberty ?. En- 
flamed with the love of this fiend of 
mankind, you armed i in her defence, 
you made a brave and ſucceſsful oppo- 

Stion to her perſecutors, and have fel- 

cued her from the vindictive. malice of 


all her foreign enemies. Thus far have 


you, merited the title of guardians of 
1 Liberty, 


1 '* 
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Liberty, and deſerve to be entolled 
the heroes of the preſent age. But ah 
my Sons and Ciliakns of the United 
States, whither fled that patriotic zeal 
which firſt warmed your diſintereſted 
breaſts ? Whither that public ſpirit, 
which made you willing to ſacrifice not 
only your fortunes but alſo * your lives 
in defence of Liberty? Whither is fled 
that happy union of ſentiment in the 
great ſervice of your country ? And 
whither is fled that honorable love and 
practice of virtue, and that divine and 
generous religion, which cheriſhes the 
ſpirit of Liberty and elevates it to an 
immortal height? She pauſed and wept, 
nor gained an anſwer ; And then in a 
ſuppliant poſture again renewed her 
addreſs: I entreat you to rekindle that 
public and generous zeal which firſt 
blazed forth in the defence of that Li- 
berty which you have now too long 
ſlighted. 1 beſeech you to baniſh from 
our breaſts that luſt of gain, which is 
the baneful murderer of a generous 
and a public ſpirit. I intreat you to 
filence the Dzmons of diſcord and ani- 
moſity, 


4 
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moſity, and to baniſh them from the 
States of America, and let them find 


no place to ſet their feet, but in the 


aſſemblies of the enemies of this coun- 
try. I conjure you by the ſpirit” of 
heayen;born Liberty, that you invite 
her to your boſom, and kindle your 
love for her to a never dying flame: 
By the bleſſing of poſterity I conjure. 
you, by the precious blood of the he- 


Toes, who have nobly ſhed it in the 


cauſe of their country, I conjure you, 


to practiſe and encourage that private 
and public virtue, which ennobles the 
ſoul and erects the temple of Liberty 


on an everlaſting foundation, not to be 


ſhaken by the threatning ſtorms of war, 
nor the impotent rage of t 4 0 1 


conjure you by the toils and dangers, 


by the ſufferings and poverty of my 
brave armies now in the field, not to 
deſert them in their defence of free 


dom, but to ſupport them with that aſ- 


ſiſtance which will ſave both you and 


them from internal and public ruin. 
Serve your country according to your 
abilities, with the ſame zeal and perſe. 

verance, 


L 


verance, with which my perſevering 
ſoldiery ſerve: you, and then will a hap- 
py, conglufion, crown the war, and your 
independance be eſtabliſhed immovea-- 


ble, as the everlaſting mountaing. 


Bor whither have I been tranſported, 
from paying that particular attention to 
you, my friends and fellow ſoldiers, 
which you are juſtly entitled to, eſpe- 
cially on this day of public gratitude 
and praiſe? I return to you, who pot- 
ſeſs the greateſt ſhare of public virtue; 
would to God, your private virtues 
were as great and as confpicuous! 1 
have taken notice of your honorable 
conduct, as far as my time and a dif- 
courſe of this nature would admit, 
without deſcending too minutely into 
particulars. The defign of this was, not 
only to remind you, that to overcome 
difficulties and dangers, is an evidence 
of fortitude and perſeverance and is 
victory; and that we may be encou- 
raged to encounter any future dangers 
and toils : For dangers and toils being 
now familiar to you, they cannot terri- 


E 

you, knowing that you have been 
7 to ther, you may well expect 
that with like ftterigth and Aſians you 
ſhall again be conquerors. 2 
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- By I ſay, there is a further dof in 
recollecting what you have been the 
means of performing, even praiſe to 
that Gon, who has girded you with 
ſtrength unto the battle. And — much 
ſoever men are to be applauded for 
their heroic actions, yet both reaſon and 
revelation aſſure us, that the ſupreme 

Being is the firſt cauſe of all ſucceſs, 
and that as the moral governor of the 
world, he demands our acknowledge- 
ments of his mercies and favors; and 
that without this acknowledgement, 
neither we nor any other people, can 
expect to proſper. This brings me to 
the ſecond thing propoſed, which was 
to ſhew that GOD is to be proved for 


ſucceſs in war. 


pöblid mercies demand public ac: 
knowledgements, and dere lere our 
worthy General has ſeized this firſt op: 


portunity for calling us together, to re- 
- 


ſ 
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turn our moſt, grateful thanks to Al- 

mighty Gop, for the very ſignal 4 
port — ſucceſs he has been pleaſed to 
grant us, during the expedition we have 
juſt finiſhed. This indicates a noble 
perſuaſion of the ſuperintending pro- 
vidence of that Being, who has re- 
markably girded us not only with 
ſtrength unto the battle, but alſo with 
patience and fortitude, to endure the 
toils of the wilderneſs. Methinks not 
to have raiſed the voice of praiſe, on 
this happy occaſion of our return, to 
declare the gratitude of our hearts, 

would. have indicated a very great in- 
ſenſibility of the mercies beſtowed up- 
on us, and afforded a melancholy proof 
of want of love and reverence to that 
Gov, who has ſo often interpoſed be- 
tween us and danger, fickneſs and 
death. So rational is the duty of praiſe, 
ſo certainly due to the Author of all 
good, and at the ſame time fo pleaſing, 
that if we were not juſtified by the ex- 
amples of all nations, in humbly offer- 
ing up our praiſe and thankſgivings at- 


ter ſucceſsful events; yet would it be 
laudable 
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hudable'in us to Tet tlie example, and 
declare to the world, that Wwe corrfide in 
the Lord of Hoſts and the Gov of bat- 
tle; for this is perfectly confiſtent with 
the moſt vigorous exertions of our 


oven ſtrength and abilities, While we aſk 


ſuperior ald and aſſiſtance. And indeed 
I do not know any employment, Which 


is at the ſame time ſo pleaſing and fo 


proſitable, as the employment of giving 


thanks and praiſing Gop for his good- 
_ nels, in granting relief to .a_ ſuffering 


and oppreſſed people. While the gene- 
rous friend to the happineſs of man- 
kind and his country, with a chearful, 
x firm and a humble, keart, celebrates. 
the praiſes of the, eternally good and 
merciful Gov, he not only does that 
which is pleaſing in the ſight of his kind 
Benefactor, and performs that duty and 
pays that homage, which the Creator of 
the Univerſe has a juſt right to demand; 


but he draws down bleſſings for time 
to come. Therefore, the improvement 


of all ſucceſs and every mercy, ought 
to be praiſe to the Author and Giver, of 
them, . 
Os E Tuis 
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Tnis was the improvement which the 
great author,, of, the words of my text, 
mage} of all his illuſtrious victories, the 
glory of Gap, and the advantage of 
the people. Therefore ſays he: 1 
will give thanks unto! thee, O Loxp, 
and I will ſing praifes unto thy name.” 
Give thanks therefore to that good Gov, 
who girded you with bly ſtrength, 


and ered your health in a manner 
almoſt miraculous. 


ca you be thankful enough for the 
blefling of uninterrupted health, amidſt 
all the violence which that expedition 
offered to your conſtitutions? Can you, 
I ſay. be thankful enough, when you 
conſider how miſerable and deplorable- 
your ſituation mult | have been, had 
ſickneſs fallen upon you in the wilder- 
neſs, and at ſuch a great diſtance from 
any place of relief, and without the 
ſmalleſt comforts of life. Surely, un- 
der theſe circumſtances, death muſt 
ö have been your unalterable portion. 1 
again ſay, praiſe the Lord for that uni- 
verſal health, which prevailed in this 
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For fi ckneſs And liealth are his 
Ns gs and they come or withdraw, 
According to his pleaſure. He can ſup- 
preſs the "ſeeds of diſeaſes; and when 
ſickneſs might be a apprehended, accor- 


ding to the laws of nature, he beſtows 
heaſch. 7 * for withhotd- 
ing thoſe ſtorms Gf rain, i. tlie ſeaſon 
— $5 y wight hav be HY molt rea. 
Toiably es efted; and When tlie lower 
Parts of the country experienced an 
unuſual abundance. 


Was" can paint the iltreſſes of our 
Amp i the midſt of deep moraſſes, 
filled and overflowed with tempeſtuous 
rains; moraſſes, which were ſcarcely 
paſſable, though the rains had been 
withheld for ſo unuſual a length of 
time. Not à man but had realon to 
dread the conſequences of heavy rains, 
and not a man who had not reaſon to 
expect them in their uſual ſeaſon. How 
unpaſſable had been the rivers, and thug 
retarded or totally ſtopped, the loſs * 
time and the conſumption of our pro- 
vißons in the enemies country, would 

. 2 doubtleſs | 
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doubtleſs have given them heart * at- 
tack us on our retreat, and to hang on 
our rear, and 1158 ee ae . 

much ſueceſs. 


"27's + 


4 


Tuzsz things, | RY: e they 
may appear to men at home, and at 
eaſe in the lap of. luxury, yet they have 
been conſidered by many of this army, 
and mentioned as ſigns of a particular 
guards an Providence in our behalf. Let 
theſe conſiderations excite our at- 
tude and engage our love and affection 
to that beſt of Beings. We ought 
moreover to be thankful, that ſo few 
have fallen in battle, and fo few died 
of ſickneſs or by accidents. The. fallen 
in battle; few indeed in number, but 
brave 1 in action. Let us not paſs over 
in filence the brave MCALLA and the 
gallant BOYD, with the valiant SOL. 
DIEP.S, who have thus fallen. Let their 
names be held in precious remem- 
brance by us, and every friend to free 
dom, for they fell in defence of the 
Liberties of our Country, and claim an 
honorable and laſting memorial. 

Let 
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Lr me now, my dear fellow ſoldi- 
ers, beſeech you, when you filently ih 
your minds run over all the toils and 
Angers of the campaign; which Iu 
have experienced, and no doubt th. 


are more and greater than I may be 


ware of; let me beſeech you to iekngw- 
and ſay, it was the Lon whe 
n girdbd me with ſtrength unto the 
* battle,” and has xeſtored me in health 
to an inhabited part of my Rea 

Therefore may you add, Iwill give 
thanks to thee; O Logo, and 1 will 

ing praiſes unto thy name. And if 


yon ſhould be called yet this year, te 


enter upon new tojis and dangers i in the 
defence of your Country, let this be 
your conſolation and ſolid ſupport, that 
the ſame good Go, who has ſo eyi- 

dently and wonderfully preſerved you 
hitherto, is ſtill ready to afford you the 
fame neceſſary aſſiſtance, and to ** gird 
vou with ſtrength,” as in times paſt. 
The Commander in Chief calls for yout 
aſſiſtance in an expediion# of the * highef 
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Tur pleaſure, that we hall meet with, 
Arkin: e once more ſee the illuſtrious 
{CHIEF of the Armies of the United 
States, and obtain his approbation, for 
he knows: your worth, will make you 
forget all ybur paſt dangers: and toils, 
and make you pant ſord an opportunit 

d diſtinguiſh yourſelves ii his preſene 
And as it is more than orobablk; that 
you will have the honot 5 ſerying in 
CWO Expeditions in ue campaign; let 
me intreat you, to maintain the charac- 
ter of patient, | obedient; : perſevering, 
and brave ſoldiers: Think of the dig- 
nity, if it ſhall pleaſe G00 to ſucceed | 
the united arms, of ſtriking one capi- 
tal blow, which ſhall aſtoniſh the world, 
and finiſh che American war. If I could 
think it neceſſary I would remind you, 
that as your reputation is higher than 
that of many others, you ought not to 
content yourſelves with the ſame degree 
of merit and renown, but ſlrive to 
maintain and perpetuate your preſent 
ſuperiority and glory. May that Al- 
mighty Being, who has hitherto ſo care- 


fnlly preſerved you, {till continue his 
2 _ goodneſs 


53 


N 


— unto you, and kee ac. se 

the hollow: of his hand! And may ſuch 

a ſenſe of gratitude for paſt merces, be 
impreſſed upon our hearts, that we may 
be conſtrained to forſake every ſin, and 
fear nothing ſo much as to offend him, 
and regard nothing o uch as his di- 
vine r MN eee 


Barra cloſe this Diſcourſe, "Tufleri ; 
me to remind you of other happy con- 
equences of your ſucceſs. You have 
opened a pallage. into the wilderneſs,” _ 
vhere the Goſpel has never yet been re- 
eived. That extenſive region, which 
vas never before traverſed, except by 
Trild beaſts, and men as wild as they, 
all yet have the Goſpel preached 'in 
t. Churches ſhall riſe there, and flour- 
ſh, when perhaps the truths of the Goſ· 
Þel ſhall be ne glected on theſe eaſtern 
Whores. For it — be ſuppoied, that 
b large a part of this continent ſhall 
drever continue the haunt of ſavages, 
nd the dreary abodes of ſuperſtition 
nd idolatry. As the Goſpel, or Sun 
f Righteouſneſs has only glanced on 
the 
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like the Sun, travel to the weſtern ex- 
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the ſhores of this weſtern woeld. and it 
is predicted of it, that it ſhall- be uni- 
verſally propagated, it will, probably: 


tremities of this continent. And when 
men from other nations, prompted by 
Liberty and a love of the pure goſpel: 
of truth, ſhall crofs the ocean to this 
extenſive empire, they will here find a 
ſafe aſylum from perfecution and rang 
ny. How honotable then muſt 


| employment appear, when conſidered 


in all theſe points of view. How h 

to have been the inſtruments in 1952 
hand of Go, for accompliſhing ſo great 
a revolution, and extending the kings 
dom of his Son ſo far. Liberty, and Re# 
ligiodn ſhall have their wide dominion! 
from the Atlantic through the great « — 
tinent to the weſtern. ocean. May you 

all, not only be the honorable in by. 
ments of promoting the kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but may you more: 
eſpecially be the partakers of all the be- 
nefits and happineſs, with which Chriff 
__ crown his 8. and dutiful Sul 
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